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Very
Creditable
Mural
Paintings
in Full
Colors,
Painted by
Our Cave
Dwelling
Ancestors
of
Prehistoric
Days

HE Hall of the Age of Man, a

I most interesting depariment of

the American Museum of Nat-
ural Tistory, New York, is now ap
proaching completion.

This ball, by means of models and
pictures, presents a complete view of
the various stages in the evolu- How
tion of man, as well as of the

animals thal surround him, in ‘2’.‘?::_2“
the infancy of li's development s
in varipus parls of the world. Tl}m?
Perheps the most singular fact Ha:r-ln
about prehistoric man sllawn Their
here Is the high degree of artis- Cave
tic ability which he displayeq, Homes.

1t iz amazing to find that men

living 60,000 yeava ago, and even more,
eould make lifelike plctures of animals
and natural scenes that compare credit-
ably with the work of some of our ablest
modern artists,

Por example, there is a mural painting
in the Amerfean Museum which shows the
men of the Cro-Magnon period in Francae,
who lived probably 60,000 years ago, deco-
rating the walls of thelr eave in the Dor-
dogne distriet. The wall painting which
the prehistorie artists are finishing i< an
exict reproduction of a prehistoric paing-
iug actually found In a eave in Dordogne.

The prehistorie palnting shows a group
of gigantic halry mammoths who Hyved at
the same time as the artists and must
have been one of the most exciting fea-
tures of their existence.  This picture,
cxecuted very realistically in colors, there-

“forecpives us a very characteristic sceno

of life in that early time and corresponds
to what an Amerlean artist might seek to
portray in decorating the walls of a publie
building in these days,

The prehistoric wall painting may be
compared, for instance, with the mural
painting exceuted by Mr. E. 11 Blashtield
for the court house at Wilkesharre,

e, The artist is one of the best
knawn ot contemporary mural
peinters, and in  this  work he

lizes  the  relation  of  the

law court to our American life. He is our
connterpart of  the  cave-painter  and,
sirange to say, the difference in artistic
ability showp is not ug great as might be
expectod,

When Mr. Dlashtield’s attention was
called to this matter he wns not at all
offended ut the supgestion that he might

e compared with a  prehistorle cave
painter. and he furnished this interesting
comment

“There does not seem to be any such
thinge ne nbsolute and consecntive progress

In art There are variations in difierent
1 ch period there iz new
dong lines upon which
eon newly concentrated.
artists, 2000 vears arvo
S than any other art.
irtizt, the renais
Cmodern artist, each In his
artists of each epoch
st proint in certain o
atl the cost of losing oy ignoring
lities which artists of
chs developed to a higher degree,
worgd or two, modern art reaches
nnte in certain directions than

art.  In certaln other diree-
art reaches points which no
atinins"

CAVE men were rough
n respects,  They
organization, a8 we un
Ly had no govern.
1 ereities; they bad
lge of the mechanical arts;
Ieked most of the things that
making up civilization, They
reuiture wnd lived by hunting

ave: heen a kind of art
1 of the tribe stayed at
»and learned 1o paiot, Phis leads to
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A Remarl-
ably Fine
Mural

Painting in Full Colors of an Ancient Bison Found

on the Ceiling of a Cave in Frange,

the reflection that the hunting and fishing
members of the trib et have been will-
e o give up a large share of their hard-
won game and ol gpoils in order 1o
support the artists o their refined oceu-
pation.  Evidently the eave mea, while
they may have been “low brows” in most
respects, were “high brows” in regard to
art

The artizstie excellence attained by the
cave men raises many important polnts
conceraing  the doctrine of  evolution.
1 prople  appear 1o have suddenly
lnto existenes.  There is no record
of a leng line of ancestors slowly working
up to this proficiency in art.  Did man
evolve by glow stages trom his animal
date, or did he evolve by sudden jumps
al  widely separated times and places?

grottoes

people.”

This is & great question, which iz not yel Dordogne.
settled, bat which the remains of the cave hollding
en may help to clear up,

In order to understand just how ad-
vanead these cave men were it is desir-
able 1o have the opinion wof an expert,
Professor Henry Fairfield Osbhorn, director

Musenm, de = ¢ ribing
phase  of
Hie, suys:
“"Contemnporane-
ously with the disup-
peurance of the lust
Elacial

continent
East and drove

the Neanderthal race, of which they
both the mental and physical EUperiors,

“Their coltural dapacity is indiente
alone by their physiognomy and (he
content of their brain, bt has also |
demonstrated by himdiwork and es-
pecially the artlstic productions which thoy
have left in the caves of Southern Iarape,
The Palacolithic murals amd senlptu
relief painted on walls of lHmestone
Spaln
ereater arlistic sense and ability than 4
been found among any other uncivilized

The painting made oy ¢ 1L Knig
the Hall of the Age of Man represents
four Cro-Magnon artists at work on the
famous precession of mammoths wlhich was i
found in the cave of Fonte-Gaume, {n  Ncanderthal man, found at Krapina,

Two hall-knecling figur

stones to enable the arti<ts to see clor
in the dimness of the cave,

who is bending over is engaped in hcising  largely exterminated by the Cro-Magnon
the outlines of the mammaotlh on the lime:  roc

stone wall with a sharp flint; the other

(C) 1020, International Feature Servies, Ine,

{

(Pa.) Courthouse, by Mr. E. H. Blashfield,
Probzbly the Foremost Mural Painter of
the “av. Copyright by Mr. Blashfield.

artist is laying on the ecolors, employing a
shonlder bone as a pallel. The man sit-
ting down iz preparing colors from red
and yellow ochre,

‘The man standing up, with a stafi, 1 o
chicfiain, who takes care that the artists
do their duy's work and receive their feed,
period  in Everyhody should visit the Tlall of the
a highly Aze of Man and see the various steps by
vace, in no  Which his ancestors emerged from the
inferior 1o brute stage. The ancestry of man is
man, entered Held to have hegun in Asia two million
from Years or more ago, He is dezcended from

in apedike creature, not positively identi-
iied. There is in the hall a jaw of a rare
feesil animal ealled the “Propliopithecns,”

Bich may have been an ancestor of bolh
d not ‘noand the existing apes,
crubie Ve ean look at a reproduction of the
e rery early  “Pithecanthropus,” found in
lava, which is neither distinctly an ape
nor distinetly human.

A collection of the great man apes en-
res in ahles one 1o see the exact differences ho-
tween men and apes.
indiento The earliest known positively human

ave ielic is the jaw of the Heldelbers man, a
fessil which is believed to be 250,000 years

olil. Thae Heidelberg man may have been
Lt for the ancestor of the Neanderthal race
whieh was wideiy spread in Europe over

a hundred thousand years ago. The Mu-
seum possesses the actual remalins of a

Amorican

curly

eXlerming ted
were

n

08 are

r Along with the Neanderthal man In
hollowed ont

Furope lived herds of woolly rhinoceroses
arly  and woolly mammaths,

One artise, The Neanderthals were conguered and

who entered from .thi® Fast and
vhose artistie work exeites so much in-
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Mural P:inting of Justice in the Wilkes-Barre
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Oligocene,

Extremely Creditable Fresco Representing a
Prehistoric Stag Hun*, “a‘uted in Dark

Red by Palev’tie Axtine,

terest.  The contrast between the Cro-
Magnon heads and thesa of the Neander-
thals iz very wide, as (he former ara
Jir-nrl_\' like those of 1he Caucastan :ace tp-
iy,

The Cro-Magnons woro displaced by the
Neolithic, or “New Stone” race, wh
showed lower intelligence and  artés -
ability, but greater combative force.

The new race, which s considered the
ancestor of the maest warlike nations of
lo-day, was chiefly conecernad, in a rigorous
northern elimate, with the struzgle for ex-
Istence, in which the qualities of endur-
ance, tribal loyalty and the rndiments of
fumily life were being cultivated. Ruca
hnts took the place of caverns and shal-
ters, which were now mostly abandonesl.

iege conauerors were tall men, with
high, narrow skuils, related to the existing
Nordie race, more powerful in build than
the people of the Swiss Lake Dwellings.
Skulls and skelelons representative of this
hardy northern type are abundantly known
in Seandinavia, but have not found thefr
way to the American Museum collsctions
as vet,

The Hall of the Age of Man is planned
to contain four chief collections of the
mammals of the world during ‘man’s ex-
istence. -+ 0

In Europe prehistoric man hunted the
reindeer, the wild horses and cattle and
the mammoth., He used the hide of the
reindeer for clothing, the flesh and marrow
for food. He earved the ivory tusks of the

wool.

moidel
given us
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Prehistoric Artists Dec- |

vrating Their Cavern
Home, from Painting by
Charles R. Knight
. Under the Direction of
Henry Fairfield Osborn,
Just Completed for the
American Museum of
Natural History.
Copyright, 1920.

An Artist of the Cave Dwelling
Days, as Reconstructed and Mod-
eled by Modern Scientists.

mammoth. The mammoth, the nnrthﬂrn.'
hairy type of elephant, known to carly ex-
plorers of fossil remaing, was foremost
among the great mammals hunted by man,
The whole history of this animal famlly s
sliown In the Hall of the Age of Man.

The evolution of the elephantine animals
or proboscideans culminates In the masto-
dons and mammaoths,
romances of evolution quite equal In inter-
est to the evolution of the horse. This eol-
Iection s by far the most complinete in ex-
Istence; it eontalns as much in the way of
complete skeletons as those in all the other
musenms of the world combined. The early
stapes in the evolution of the probosecid-
cans, beginning with the Palacomastodon
dizcovered in the Fayum region of northern
Africa, carry us back into times far ante-
cedent to the Age of Man, namely, into an
early period of the Age of Mammals, the

This {5 one of the

Four great murals just completed on tho

north walla show life in
the Glacial epoch in tha
Northern Hemisplero,
They represent the final
glacinl stage, the period
of the maximum advance
of tho glaciers over the
entire Northern Hemi-
ephere, of the most In-
tense cold, and of the far-
thest southward exten-
sion of the northiern types
of mammals, This is tho
time of the Cro-Magnon
race, and our knowledge
of the mammoths, rein-
deer and rhinoceroses is
derived from the actual
Cro-Magnon painting and

elchings, chiefly those
found within the caverns.

the wooily rhinoceros, like the woolly
mammoth, was heavily enwrapped in hair,
benea'h which was a thick coal of fine
With this protection the animal was
auite indifferent to the wintry blasts which
swepl over
northern France,
is actoally preserved on the side of the
face of one speclmen discovered, which is
now in the Museum of Petrograd. The
head of the rhinoceros was long and nar-
row, like that of Yhe white rhinoceros of
Africa, but the jaws were narrower and
the upper lips were more pointed.
animal quite distinct from the great black
rhinoceros still extant in Africn, which Is
7 grazer with broad lips.

One mural painting represents two herds,
reindeer and mammoth, migrating along
the banks of the river Somme, not far
from one of the great encampments of men
of the Cro-Magnon race.
and mazmmoths are, in fact, depicted very
precizelv in the paintings and angravings
lef®. by the Cro-Magnon artists—especially
in the cevei.n of Font-de-Gaume,
striking fret that in the case of the mam-
moth every painting, drawing, etching and
wihich the Cro-Magnon man has
:hibits exactly the same char-
acters—th_ long hairy covering, the very
high hump ebove the forehead, the notch
between ihe Sump and the neck, Ltho very
high shouide-4, the shorl back, the rapid
slope of the neck over the hind quarters,
the short tall.

the steppe-like country of
This golden-brown wool
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